LLC

August 21, 2019

JUSTICE FOR JOE:
JOSEPH GUGLIELMO AND MONTGOMERY COUNTY REACH SETTLEMENT
Joseph Guglielmo has settled his claims against Montgomery County (Ohio) and
employees of the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office for $5,600,000.00. The case was
pending in U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Ohio (3:17-cv-00006) before the
Honorable Judge Thomas M. Rose. Mr. Guglielmo was represented by attorneys Nathan J.
Stuckey, Jennifer L. Branch, Doug D. Brannon and Michael L. Wright.
On January 15, 2015, Joseph Guglielmo, a veteran who suffered from PTSD, was in a
cell in the transport staging area of the Montgomery County Jail. It was approximately 11:30
p.m., the lights were on, he had no bed, and he wanted medical care. Mr. Guglielmo began
knocking on the cell door to try and ask for medical care. At the same time, Sgt. Snyder was
conducting roll call near the transport staging area. The noise Mr. Guglielmo was making
interrupted Sgt. Matthew Snyder who became annoyed. After being interrupted a few times, Sgt.
Snyder got visibly upset and announced to his subordinates that he was going to “beat that crazy
fucker’s ass.”
Following roll call, Sgt. Snyder gathered five other corrections officers to go to Mr.
Guglielmo’s cell. Before going to the cell, Sgt. Snyder was told by other Deputies that Mr.
Guglielmo was only causing a disturbance because he wanted his medication and that if given
time he’d settle down. Sgt. Snyder ignored this advice.
When Sgt. Snyder arrived at Mr. Guglielmo’s cell door, Mr. Guglielmo stopped banging.
Although urged again by other deputies not to enter the cell, Mr. Guglielmo’s cell door was
opened, and Sgt. Snyder entered. Sgt. Snyder then ordered Mr. Guglielmo to step back from the
door and Mr. Guglielmo complied. Two other corrections officers also entered the cell. Sgt.
Snyder told Mr. Guglielmo to sit on a bench to the right of the cell door, which was out of view
of security cameras. Mr. Guglielmo again complied and sat down. At that point, there were at
least six officers in or around Mr. Guglielmo’s cell.
For the next ninety seconds inside the cell, Sgt. Snyder can be seen in-profile in security
camera footage standing still and speaking towards the area where Mr. Guglielmo was sitting.
During those ninety seconds, Sgt. Snyder testified under oath that Mr. Guglielmo told Sgt.
Snyder he had PTSD, asked to go to the V.A., and asked about getting his medications.
Instead of helping him obtain medical care Sgt. Snyder provoked Mr. Guglielmo by
calling him a faggot and moved in on him. When Mr. Guglielmo stood up Sgt. Snyder stepped
forward and pushed Mr. Guglielmo in his chest back down onto the bench.
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Sgt. Snyder admits he struck Mr. Guglielmo in the right side of his head, punched Mr.
Guglielmo in the gut, and then struck him in the left side of his head. Sgt. Snyder admits he
punched Mr. Guglielmo one more time in the left side of his head. Throughout this assault, other
corrections officers stood in the cell and just watched. They did not try to stop Sgt. Snyder. Nor
did they intervene to help Sgt. Snyder. They all testified that throughout the use of force they
never felt Sgt. Snyder was at risk of harm.
Mr. Guglielmo was later found lying on the floor of his cell unresponsive. Mr.
Guglielmo was transported to the hospital. Upon arrival at the hospital, Mr. Guglielmo received
an emergency craniotomy. Approximately a week later, surgeons opened up the left side of Mr.
Guglielmo’s face to repair his broken facial bones. They drilled 24 screws into his skull,
attaching five titanium plates. The orbital floor of his eye was fractured so severely it could not
be surgically repaired. Mr. Guglielmo remained in a comatose state in the hospital for three
weeks.
Mr. Guglielmo was subsequently transferred to an intermediate care facility where he
slowly regained consciousness and some functional capacity. For more than three years Mr.
Guglielmo has lived in a nursing home. Even after physical and occupational therapy, Mr.
Guglielmo is left with a right facial droop, paralysis on the left side of his body, an inability to
walk, as well as memory and concentration difficulties.
The investigation of this incident was meaningless. Consequently, the truth about what
really happened to Joseph Guglielmo at the Montgomery County Jail was never uncovered until
this lawsuit was filed. Attorneys for Mr. Guglielmo discovered that investigators chose not to
interview all the witnesses to the incident, including all those who were inside the cell during the
beating. Rather, only those who supported Sgt. Snyder’s story were documented. The
investigation resulted in Sheriff Plummer finding that Sgt. Snyder’s actions were “consistent
with Sheriff’s Office policy and deemed as Proper Conduct.” It should be noted that two weeks
after beating Joseph Guglielmo into a coma, Sgt. Snyder voluntarily demoted himself from
sergeant to deputy and left the jail for road patrol. At the time this case was settled, Matthew
Snyder is still an employee of the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office.
Since the day he took his last steps in the Montgomery County Jail, Joseph Guglielmo
has lived an altered and painful life without any memory of the events. At deposition, Mr.
Guglielmo testified “Here I am in a wheelchair, in a diaper, and I don’t have any idea how I got
here.” Now that this case is settled, Mr. Guglielmo’s legal team is hopeful that change will
occur.
Attorney Nathan J. Stuckey stated “law enforcement officers take an oath to protect and
to serve all people. Sgt. Snyder and others within the Montgomery County Sheriff’s office
betrayed that oath. Members of law enforcement who risk their lives each and every day deserve
to be represented better. While I am proud of the work that our legal team did in obtaining
justice for Joe, I just hope that this result raises awareness within our communities and gives
government officials the courage to make necessary policy changes.”
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Another member of Mr. Guglielmo’s legal team, Jennifer L. Branch, says “While we
achieved a successful outcome for Mr. Guglielmo, he should never have suffered a traumatic
injury at the hands of his jailer. Systemic change at the Montgomery County Jail must come
from the Sheriff and County Commissioners who need to ensure that they protect the men and
women who reside in their jail.”
Attorney Doug Brannon has stated that “this case is yet another example where
supervisors and corrections staff in the Montgomery County Jail have violated an inmates’
constitutional right to be free from excessive uses of force. There has to be accountability for the
wrongful conduct and the great harm that is caused by law enforcement officers who fail to
follow the rules. We are hopeful that this lawsuit brings awareness to these issues, prevents
further misconduct in the Montgomery County Jail and that it will help to improve the quality of
life for Joe.”
Attorney Michael L. Wright insists that “We must continue to fight for those whom have
been victimized by the systematic abuse at the Montgomery County Jail, until the abuse stops!”
When asked if he had any comment, Mr. Guglielmo stated, “all I want anyone to know is
that I don’t want to see anything like this happen to anyone else.”
For media inquiries for the Guglielmo Family, please contact:
Nathan J. Stuckey of The Stuckey Firm at (937)631-1440
Jennifer L. Branch of Gerhardstein & Branch at (513)535-4123
Doug D. Brannon of The Brannon Law Firm at (937)228-2306
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